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Subject Pretty Prairie N03 

Took a cursory look at the nitrate feasibility study prepared by Wilson & Co for PP. looks to be to the 
point and fairly thorough for alternatives. Recommendation is for ion exchange. One issue I didn't see 
addressed was brine disposal, assumption is that it will go to sewer system. Their "new" well, #5 has 
generally increasing nitrate levels, and has been as high as 17 mg/l in single samples, last test was 13.2 
mg/l. 

The current water rate is $18.60 for 5,000 gallons. lon exchange cost is $1.223 million, annual 0 & M 
$33,000. Straight KDHE SRF would require an increase of $24.55 to the monthly bill, which drops to an 
increase of $16.90 if PP is eligible for and receives a CDBG of $400,000. The report also includes a 
summary of water utility fund budgets, an average of $31,000 has been transferred from the water utility 
fund to the water/sewer reserve fund, since 2000. The report does not provide the current balance in the 
reserve fund, but assumes the transfers would cease and be used to pay for 0 & M or debt service. The 
financing summary notes PP needs to provide input as using any reserve to pay for construction. Maybe 
Rod's recent wpc project exhausted the reserve. 

The last page of the report provides a summary of other community's costs for 5,000 gallons. Downs, 
which has an ion exchange nitrate removal system, recently upgraded with SRF, pays $32. Minneapolis 
and Ellis, which recently built iron/manganese removal plants, pay $38 and $46 respectively. PP would 
be $35.50 with KDHE SRF/CDBG funds and $43.15 with KDHE SRF only. 
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